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Cpntrf:s program
fun on demand
for parents and

their kids

By CECE ScoTT

. BPECIALTOTHE STAR
It's a warm, close to humid,
gorgeous fall Saturday. The
leaves are a harvest of fireball
reds, yellows and russet. It

could be beach weather,
So why am 1 having such a
hard time finding even the hint
of a parking space outside Mis-

sissauga's buznng pinging,
crowded indoor playground,
the Playdium? It takes me a

good three times around the lot
before I am able to screech into’

a fight spot, lock the door, and
dodge packed vans of eager
parents and wired kids on their
way to a few hours of expen-
sive "brain-candy fun.”

Over the past 24 months, a
new culture of play has popped
up in urban strip malls and
classy neighbourhoods. The
outdoors has moved inside and
it’s only partly due to our Cana-
dian seasons.

"It's the '90s, and people are
looking for convenience,” SBYs
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In many families, both par-

ents are working. Time-ho-
noured traditions and par-
ent/child interaction is
changing. Combine this with

an ever increasing shortage of .

playtime and the demand for
establishments like The Kid-

sway, The Peanut Clubs and °

the Playdium is born, catering
to a new culture of on-demand
play.

Ricel's operation is located in
the elite Kingsway commurnity
and markets itself to a WASPy,
upper-middle-class  clientele

Riccl, co-owner af The' -'
Kidsway indoor playground on

fessionally designed play-
ound was built by Ricci's fa-
her Dino Ricci and ‘husband
MEI Lang to resemble a
small town,] with. Jackson's
General Store, Joe's Garage,
S¥dney’s Sassy Hair Dressing
, and familiar rooms from
!ht home, such as a fully
ped kitchen,
; most popular area of the
¥ground,  however, is the
L er area, where the two
computers are equipped with
€D-ROMs, all mouse-driven. In
aErowing number of home of-
5, computers are for busi-
e and off-limits to the kids.

.iudsltu&yemold Tm.-

"'- “Famlluas come t‘or dlﬁerent 3

“reasons,” Ricci says. “People,
especially moms and nannies,
come here to meet other people
and socialize. With our urban
centre and bedroom communi-
ties so spread out and time so
constricted  that neighbours

don't know neighbours, 'Ricci

says she provides a “friendly,
safer atmosphere to meet and

' socialize over a bottomless cup

of gourmet coffee.”

Nick Taurasi, co-owner with
his -wife, Emily Taurasi, of
Etobicoke’s Peanut Club (one
of four Peamat Club franchised
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